Stereochemical anomaly in the thermal conversion of 7,8-dioxy-7-alkenylbenzocyclobutenes to dihydronaphthalenes.
[reaction: see text] The stereochemistry of the thermal conversion of alkenylbenzocyclobutenol into dihydronaphthalene was studied. Experiments on the substrates IV, in which two oxy functions are cis, often resulted in the formation of abnormal products in view of the orbital consideration.